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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE NIGERIAN IMPORTS OF AUSTRALIAN BEEF 

REF: STATE 305399 

1 . EMBOFF DISCUSSED SUBJECT WITH AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSION 
COMMERCIAL ATTACHE WALSH. WALSH ANTICIPATES THAT AUSTRALIAN 
BEEF EXPORTS TO NIGERIA MAY REACH 5,000 MT THIS YEAR. GIVEN 

THE EXPANDING MARKET AND INCREASING STORAGE CAPACITY, IMPORTS 
MAY GROW TO 10,000 MT OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS. 

2. WALSH HAS HAD TALKS WITH NIGERIAN MEAT MARKETING BOARD (NMMB) 
WHICH HOPES TO DRAMATICALLY INCREASE BEEF IMPORTS. NONETHELESS 
HE BELIEVES ANY LARGE SCALE INCREASE OF BEEF IMPORTS IS NOT 
REPEAT NOT NOW FEASIBLE. WALSH SAYS NMMB'S PLANS ARE NOT BEYOND 
THE IN-HOUSE TALKING STAGE AND HEAVILY DISCOUNTS NMMB’S 
ORGANIZATIONAL ABILITY TO ACHIEVE ITS GOAL. 

3. IN SEPARATE MEETING WITH EMBOFFS, US BUSINESSMAN RICHARD 
MCLELLAN REPORTED EXPLORATORY DISCUSSIONS WITH NMMB CONCERNING 
SALE OF MEAT REFRIGERATION WAREHOUSES. MCLELLAN BROKE OFF 
TALKS BECAUSE HE THOUGHT NMMB WAS INCOMPETENT. 
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4. COMMENT: EMBASSY CONCURS WITH WALSH AND MCLF.T .LAN'S LOW 
ASSESSMENT OF NMMB. BELIEVE THAT GROWTH IN MEAT IMPORTS 
AND REFRIGERATED STORAGE CAPACITY WILL COME THROUGH EFFORTS 
OF NIGERIAN PRIVATE SECTOR AND NOT NMMB. SINCE PRIVATE 
SECTOR EXPANSION PLANS ARE MORE CONSERVATIVE AND SEEM MORE 
REALISITIC THAN THOSE OF THE NMMB, NOT LIKELY THAT IMPORTS 
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ON ORDER OF 10,000 MT PER MONTH WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE 
FORESEEABLE FUTURE. 
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